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This Week in NYC 


Four new theatres, On and 
Off Broadway, were announced, all 
to be completed by year's end, The 
former site of El Morocco, 154 E 54 
has been leased by John Krimsky , 
who will open a theatre-restaurant 
Apr 22 called "Strollers Theatre 
Club,"" Wolfgang Roth will design 
theatre which will seat 200 at tables, 
dinner will be served up to ten min- 
utes before curtain time, and drinks 
will be sold during intermissions , 
In Dec, the Capitol Theatre will be 
available as a 2200 seat musical ex- 
travaganza playhouse, Off Broad - 
way, James Lyons has leased a for- 
mer firehouse on E 12 St which he 
will convert into two small theatres, 
a cafe and an art gallery. 


Plays 


Shows that closed include -- 
How to Make a Man after 7 perform- 


ances at a loss of $225,000 and Mid- 


gie Purvis after 21... Period of Ad- 
justment slated to close will contin- 
ue for 2 more weeks at $3.60 top... 
A Taste of Honey moved to Booth... 
Seven productions gave Lincoln Day 
matinees, instead of Wed matinees 


.«-A Wreath for Udomo, a new play 
on African nationalism by William 


Branch to be directed by Philip Bur- 
ton, presented by William Chalmbers 


this spring. 
Players 


Harry Millard replaced R yan 
McDonald, Toys in the Attic... Ed 
Kenney , recovered from recent ill- 
ness, returned to 13 Daughters, John 
Stewart subbed... Will Lee, Luba 
Lisa joined Carnival...George Gay- 
nes added to Far Country... Cesare 
Siepi to make NY stage debut late 
next season in The Crime of Gio - 
vanni Venturi ... Virginia Martin 
signed to co-star with Robert Morse 
in How to Succeed in Business With- 
out Really Trying. 


ELT 
Joan of Lorraine presented 


by Equity Library Theatre Feb 21- 
25 at Lenox Hill Playhouse, 


NYC Calendar 


Double Entry- Martinque 
Theatre (32 & Bway) 2/20, Albert 
Lasher-Paul Lehman-Happy Med- 
ium present twin bill of musical 
plays by Jay Thompson, "The Bib- 
le Salesman" and ''The Oldest Tri- 
ck in the World", directed by Bill 
Penn with Rosetta LeNoire, Jane 
Connell, 


Comedie Francaise- City 
Center 2/21, S Hurok presents 
first of four bills, Moliere's 
"L'Impromptu de Versailles" and 
"Les Fourberies de Scapini."' 
Starting 2/28, Tartuffe, Simul - 
taneous translations will be avail- 
able via transistor radios. 


Come Blow Your Horn -At - 
kinson 2/22, William Hammerstedn 
-Michael Ellis present new comedy 
by Neil Simon, directed by Stanley 
Prager with Hal March, Warren 
Berlinger, Pert Kelton, 


Walk-Up-Provincetown (133 
MacDougal St ) 2/23, Ellie Horn - 
Bill Holzman present new play by 
Gerold Sanford, directed by Matt 
Cimber.with Joanna Miles, 


Special Events 


Feb 26 named "Circle in the 
Square Tenth Anniversary Day" by 
NYC Mayor Wagner... Judith And- 
erson and John Shubert are chair- 
men of 15th Annual "Tony" Awards 
Dinner-Dance of American Theatre 
Wing Apr 16 at Waldorf Astoria, 


Drama Desk 


"Hollywood and Broadway - 
Decline and Fall?" to be consid - 
ered at Feb 20 'Drama Desk" ses- 
sion with Elsa Lanchester, Eli 
Wallach, Anthony Quinn, Theodore 
Bikel, Lillian Gish, Roddy McDow - 
all, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Feb 20 WNTA (NY) Play of 
the Week is The Magic and _ the 
Loss with Patricia Neal, Vicki 
Cummings, Jeffrey Lynn. 


Off Broadway 


Shows that closed include--- 
Montserrat after 41 performances, 
»«+Michael Del Medico and Lisa 
Howard will portray the leading 
roles at week-end performances 
of Cicero, allowing James Forster 
and Kay Chevalier to rest...Irma 
Hurley replaced June Hunt and 
Virginia Chew ,3 Japanese Plays, 
both of whom went to San Juan Fes- 
tival,.. Kathleen Murray returned 
to Leave It to Jane after Holly - 
wood film test, Alice scott subbed, 


The Death of Bessie Smith 
by Edward Albee to replace Dom- 
ino Furosio dance number as cur- 
tain raiser to Albee's American 
Dream Feb 28 at York, Lee Rich- 
ardson will double in both Beckett 
and "Bessie Smith," 


Night at Grand Guignol debut 
moved from Mar 3 to Mar 25, Car- 
oline Burke Swann joined St. John 
Terrell as co-producer of four 
short plays directed by Louis Mac- 
millan with William Windom, Sylvia 
Miles, Odette Myrtil...A Women in 
Horseradish anew play be Ester 
Kaufman to be presented Mar 13 at 
Maidman by Dorothy Olim- Gerald 
Krone with Eli Mintz and Celia Ad - 
ler.,.Bring Me A Warm Body a 
new play by CBS TV casting head 
Robert Dale Martin to be presented 
in Mar by Merton Koplin- Frank 
Romanski... Ladies Night in Turk - 
ish Bath ,1920 comedy hit, to be 
revived in Mar by Harold Lawrence 
The Apple by Jack Gelber post- 
poned by Living Theatre until Sept 
as author is now in London for the 
opening of The Connection, 


Theatre Record Notes 


Elsa Lanchester-Herself t o 
be recorded by Verve Records 
-+.Laurette music by Elmer Bern- 
stein recorded by Capitol...'"'Eur - 
aka Presents" number from Show 
Girl by Jules Munshin recorded by 
Kapp. 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Tiger Rag-Cherry Lane- 2/16, 6 cons- 
unanimous with no Mirror review filed- listed on 
"musical chronicle" by Seyril Schochen with music 
by Kenneth Gaburo, presented by TIRA Productions - 
Lorin E Price, staged by Ella Gerber with Patricia 
Roe, Logan Ramsey, Nancy Andrews, Reviewers ad- 
mitted format was unusual, but most panned it for 
being incoherent and pretentious, Cast was excused 
from most of the adverse views. Two of the critics 
admitted they were stalling in finding something to 
write about, Taubman, Times, admired author 's 
theatrical imagination and the sophisticated score, 
but felt work was not cohesive, too much of it is 
Off center, He suggested viewers bone up on Soph- 
ocles, others tabbed it a new version of Oedipus, 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, blasted the musical version 
of Oedipus, awkwardly staged, and warned this 
avant garde invasion of musicals to return right 
where it came from, Davis,’'News, labeled it a 
grotesque presentation of almost senseless story 
which had neither wit nor humor, the proceedings he 
found embarrassingly juvenile, Watts, Post, agreed 
author was ambitious, but panned play for lacking 
the skill necessary for keeping absurdity at a dis - 
tance. Post aisle-sitter doubted if cast survived the 
grotesqueness of their roles, McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, finds it hard to imagine a more confusing and 
pretentious musical with mawkish story line, dis- 
tinguished by neither mirth, melody, pulchritude or 
performance, Aston, WTS, tried hard to think of 
something to say printable in his family paper in 
show in which now and then the music threatened 
to sound good, but soon changed its mind, 


To Damascus-Theatre East- 2/14, 2 pro- Post, Jour- 
nal American-and 4 Con-Times, Herald Tribune, News, 
World Telegram & Sun- filed on Martha Winston's adapt- 
ation of Strindberg's trilogy, presented by Angela Ander- 
son, directed by Marta Byer with Dolores Dorn-Heft and 
George Jones. Affirmative reviewers praised courage of 
all concerned in attempting first US presentation of diffic- 
ult autobiographical drama, while negative majority cred- 
ited cast with good tries in impossible situation, Pro not- 
ice by Watts, Post, found much of interest in even this 
abbreviated, simplified outline , well-played, McClain , 
Journal American, applauded thoughtfully contrived, pro - 
‘essionally performed drama with its rewarding moments, 
Dissenter Taubman, Times, felt play became more com - 
olex in cutting, making it almost impossible to become in- 
volved with, while the cast did not met the insuperable bur- 
jens required, Morgenstern, Herald Tribune, though: it 
was still more of a novel than a play, and it contained no 
credible characters, Davis, News, liked parts of script, 
but tabbed the sum episodic and dull, Aston, WTS, has 
doubts that any group of players could be successful with 
so difficult a chore, 


"CD" Subscribers are invited to in- 


41 quire further for more specific data 
Lie? on current reviews, back reviews 
and out of town tryout reviews via 
mail, phone or drop by for coffee 
= and facts when in NYC 


BROADWAY 


WEEK 


Kreutzer Sonata- Maidman-2/15 , 1 pro- Post-and 
4 con- Times, Herald Tribune, Journal American, and 
World Telegram & Sun- filed on adaptation of Aylmer 
Maude's translation of Leo Tolstoy novel with English 
acting team of Hannah Watt and Roderick Lovell, staged 
by Louis Lenting, presented by Patt Stone, for three week 
run only prior to presentationat Paris Festival, Sole 
affirmative found two character presentation stimulating, 
though majority panned it, many harshly, as a dull, talk- 
othon narrative, Herridge, Post, rated some of it pro - 
vocative, some amusing and most of it astonishingly con- 
vincing, But Taubman, Times, lead majority in listing it 
as a narration by two talented, attractive performers , 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, marked it a great bore with two 
businesslike performers. O'Connor, Journal American , 
found the dialogues dull, date, the monologues monoton- 
ous, heavy going all the way round, Saffron, World Tel- 
egram & Sun, agreed it was more of an intelligent, ill- 
ustrated lecture than a drama, 


There Is a Play Tonight- Theatre Marquee - 
2/15, Ipro- Times- and 5 con- Herald Tribune, News, 
Post, Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- filed 
on recently found comedy by late Ferenc Molnar, adapt- 
ed by John Bettenbender, directed by Bettenbender with 
Joyce Bullifant, Polly Childs, Bob Dishy, Don Penny, The 
single pro voter enjoyed playful charade with fine per - 
formances, while three of con voters asked why play 
was presented in first place, Pro voter Calta, Times, 
noted that despite its trifling nature it proves at times 
a playful charade and with some wonderfully dexturous 
performances offers some light and comic moments , 
While Crist, Herald Tribune, panned play and players, 
picking the sets and costumes as highpoints, Davis , 
News, marked it more bird-brained than deliciously 
naughty and picked lighting as best, Watts, Post, Mc-- 
Clain, Journal American, and Aston, WTS, all wonder- 
ed why producers bothered with rewritten script, Lat- 
ter liked coffee served at intermissions best, 


Two for Fun- Madison Ave Playhouse- 2/13, 4 pro- 
Times, Herald Tribune, Journal American, World Tele - 
gram & Sun- and 2 con- News, Post- filed on program of 
dance pantomimes by Ruth Mata and Eugene Hari present- 
ed by Madison Produc tions-Marshall Migatz. Majority en- 
joyed satiric dance sketches, though most admitted pro - 
gram was better suited for night clubs, while two con app- 
raisers marked it for that and not for theatre at all, Est-. 
erow, Times, added it up as for the most part fun with 
some moments deliciously funny, others somewhat tire - 
some, Dance critic Terry, Herald Tribune, rated all the 
numbers remarkable for superb timing and high theatrical 
polish, McClain, Journal American, okayed it as a reward- 
ing off-Broadway evening, unpretentious and entirely enjoy- 
able, Aston, WTS, cheered miniature program of pantom- 
mime packed with fastidious fun, Dissenter, Davis, News , 
felt it fell far short of being a legitimate $4 offering, Herr- 
idge, Post, approved of their skills, but suggested they stay 
in night clubs and concert stages, not theatres, 


After the Angels- West Third St Restaurant (78W 3) 
2/10. Tcon- Esterow, Times, filed on theatre restaurant 
presentation of play by T, Patrick Burke, presented by Al 
Viola with Eve Bruce, John Moore and George Sawaya. He 
panned play as sometimes tasteless and consistently ob- 
scure, 
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LEGIT PRICES... Producers, not unions, are to blame for 
the high ticket prices, a veteran in the ticket selling 
end of show business told Chapman, News, Producers 
charge all the traffic can bear because they want to 
pay off as quickly as possible and show their backers 
how smart they are, Many amateur producers spend 
too much money and get rooked,he added, Ticket 
man suggested two-for-one tickets to be sold at the 
box-office and/or prices cut after a show has paid 
off its backers, 


COLUMN ‘'TIPS,,.Eileen Brennan to star in national com- 
pany of The Miracle Worker, hears Wilson, Post... 
Alfred Lunt may direct Jim Downey, Jr .production 
of The Ambassadors next season, notes Farrell, WTS, 
Edward G Robinson wants to star in stage version of 
hit record The 2000 Year Old Man, lists Lyons, Post, 


ONE MAN SHOWS.,.. Counting front of the house and back- 


stage staffs, Gardner, Herald Tribune tabulates follow- 


ing number of employees for recent "one -man" pro- 
ductions, Nichols and May-5l, Victor Borge~32, Elsa 
Lanchester- 14, Hal Holbrook~-12, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Metropolitan Opera was urged to 
do Gilbert & Sullivan by Kastendieck, Journal Am - 
erican,,.''Elaine and Mike" show at Golden drove 
Considine, Journal American, and his so into street 
as a result of several blackouts that sounded as if 
they had been proof-read by Tennessee Williams,,.. 
Recent recommendation of The Premise by Crosby, 
Herald Tribune, resulted in an increase in business 
and visits by NYC Fire Dept and Police Depts trying 
their damnedest to shut the place down, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX.,.Complaints of readers who were 
disappointed in use of Gypsy two-for-one tickets 
forwarded by columnist to NYC License Commiss-~ 
ioner...NY critics chided by Times reader for be- 
ing too harsh on playwrights and for hesitating to 
be unkind to players, 


CRITICS AT WORK...Nine out of ten readers forget who 
said what about any given play the day after they have 
read the reviews, bets McClain, Journal American... 
Herald Tril ane City Desk man White admits that 
late night callers inquering about reviews are furn - 
ished with printed reviews direct from the paper . 

If it is good he reads only the first and last para - 
graph, and if it is bad he reads the entire notice... 
Variety reports Atkinson, Times, turning down a reg- 
ular TV commentary program on theatre because, 
among other reasons,he enjoys not attending the 
plays that are not recommended by the critics, 


NEW DRAMATISTS,,..NY could wind up with a "week - 
end theatre"', warned Howard Lindsay at the open- 
ing of the $62,000 fund drive for New Dramatists 
Committee, The fabulous invalid is really sick and 
badly needs more plays, better plays and repeat ing 
playwrights, Lindsay added, Paddy Chayefsky re- 
called valuable aid in meetings with playwrights 
arranged by group, Contributions can be forward- 
ed to 130 W 56, NYC. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The King of the Dark Chamber is a rare opportunity 
to see a classic Indian drama whose unique form and theme 
shines through a leaden production, The required mysticism 
of the atmosphere and of the characters is lost by a very bad 
cast who are allowed to mistake noise for pace, face-making 
for characterization, and eye~squinting for humor. The Tag- 
ore script somehow manages to emerge unscathed and with 
a little imagination the playgoer can picture how thrilling 
the proceedings might have been with a more professional 
company, 


* 


To Damascus is a wandering journey through Strind- 
berg's mind, The current adaptation of three plays does 
not result in a coherent manuscript, and no one can blame 
the actors for appearing as if they have lost their place. 


* 


Cicero is an undramatic recording of backstage re- 
hearsal tips on how the orator delivered his speeches, It 
could only be of interest to other orators, As a drama it 
is nil for it is composed of not only the method of rehear- 
sal, but large segments of the actual speeches, While the 
author is at great pains to show the reasons for the de- 
cline of Rome, he did not include boring speeches as one 
of the more important ones, 


*x 


T wo for Fun is half an evening's mild entertain- 
ment which is certainly better suited for night club fare. 
The 80 minute show consisting of dance pantomimes could 
use a live performer, singer or comic, who talks, While 
there is no question of the skill of Mata and Hari, their 
selections do seem very much all based on silent movies, 


* * 


Though it's a little early for Christmas, the City 
Center has already given its present to its loyal fans. As 
a result of the success of the Hamburg company in Faust 
it has been decided as a firm policy to invite other foreign 
companies in the future, Moscow Art Theatre, GreekTrag- 
edy Theatre, Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stockholm, Habi- 
mah of Tel Aviv are among those mentioned, The miracle 
of the transistor radio translation, which made possible the 
current sell-out, is the key to the predicted sell-out of the 
other companies, 


* * 


While both the Phoenix and City Center have fought 
to keep prices almost one half of current Broadway 
scale, the Lincoln Center playhouses promise to be a bit 
higher than Broadway prices today, This is the sad news 
relayed by Gen Taylor. The quality of performance through 
better acoustics, sightlines and audience comfort will more 
than compensate for the increase in prices, Taylor insists, 
Thus the Phoenix and City Center will face no competition 
from the Lincoln Center theatres, while ordinary theatre 
buffs who want to attend Lincoln Center may have to apply 
for a Ford Foundation grant. 
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College Theatre 


The Scapegoat by John F, Mat- 
hews based on Kafka's ''The Trial" 
with a new electronic music  back- 
ground being presented by Sock & 
Buskin, Columbia University, School 
of General Studies at Riverside 
Church, 120 & Bway...New revue 
Oh Kennedy (We Stand on Guard 
for Thee being presented at Mc - 
Gill University, Montreal, 


Jean de Regault's Repertory 
Company opened ll week college 
tour sponsored by French Govern - 
ment with School for Wives at Univ- 

ersity of Wisconsin, Madison, 


Arthur Ripley, UCLA profes- 
sor of Theatre Arts,66 ,died after 
long illness, Former screen produc- 
er-director had been on the staff of 
UCLA since 1954, 


Beloit College, Beloit, Wisc 
drama program under Kirk Den - 
mark, which includes Moliere, Chek- 
hov, Shaw, O'Neill praised by Watts, 
Post. Beloit has become an import- 
ant post of the drama, 


9th Annual National Collegiate 
Playwriting Contest sponsored by 
Samuel French entries may be sent 
to 25 W 45 by May 5, 


AETA News 


15th Annual Northwest Conf- 

erence of AETA held at Stamford 
University, Calif. 450 attended, The 
speakers include Jack Lemmon , 
John Kerr, Philip Bourneuf, Fran- 
ces Red, Sidney Franklin, Delmar 
Davis, Edith Head, Mark Harris , 
and Herbert Gold, 


University of Miami product- 
ion of Moliere's The Mischief Mak- 
er opened five week USO tour in 
Newfoundland, 


Winter Repertory 


Can-Can opens winter sea- 
son Feb 21 at West Palm Beach, Fla 
... Twin-bill of Krapp's Last T ape 
and The Zoo Story being presented 
in Los Angeles 220 seat theatre by 
Edward Parone with Carl Betz and 
Jerry Barclay. 


Summer Playhouses 


Playhouse Kalamazoo, Mich, 
to be run as Equity stock company 
for 13 week season starting Jun 13 
by Alexander Morr and Rique Pur-~ 
vis... Pittsburgh, Penn, Civic Light 
Opera will return for third season 
to Melody Tent eight week summer 
season, with plans to start first 
winter season in its new arena 
playhouse, 


Paper Mill Playhouse, Mill- 
burn, NJ to open 34 week season 
Apr 3 with A Tree Grows in Brook- 
lyn with Shelley Winters, Theatre 
owner Frank Carrington signed a 
five year co-producing contract 
with Henry Weinstein-Laurence 
Feldman, directors of Westport, 
Conn, Country Playhouse, 


Shakespeare 


Theatre in Education, Inc. to 
present scenes from Romeo and Jul- 
iet, A Midsummer Night's Dream , 
and Richard II at 58 Conn and NY 
high schools starting Mar l, pro - 
duced by Lyn Ely, directed by Ern- 
estine Perrie. 


Stratford, Ont, Shakespeare 
Festival to feature Paul Scofield 
in title role of Coriolanus, Douglas 
Campbell in title role of Henry VIII 
and Pat Galloway in A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, 


Twelfth Night enters repert- 
ory of "Shakespeare Festival Com - 
pany" repertory at McCarter Thea - 
tre, Princeton. Univ, NJ Feb 23 with 
King Lear and A Midsummer! Night's 


Dream, During Mar eight special 


matinees for high school students 
will be held for As You Like It and 
Twelfth Night. 


Twelfth Annual ''Shakespeare 
Festival" of Hofstra College, Hemp- 
stead, NY, Mar 10-19 featuring Love's 
Labour's Lost to be supplement by _ 
special Sat performances of The Playe 


Called the Foure PP by John Heywood 


and Everyman, 
Road Shows 


Helena Carroll replaced Avis 
Bunnage, The Hostage ... Elaine 
Dunn and Bill Hayes to co-star in 


Bye Bye Birdie national tour, 


Church Drama 


Tom Driver, Union Theo - 
logical Seminary and critic of Chris- 
ian Century, will address Saint Mary 
College, Notre Dame, Ind, three day 
seminaor on "Medieval Drama for 
Today," 


London 


Fings Ain't Wot They Used 
To Be musical by Frank Norman 
and Lionel Bart, which been 
running almost a year, was cen- 
sored of 20 visual gags, After its 
West End run company will be pre- 
sented in NYC by David Merrick , 
directed by Joan Littlewood, 


Ionesco's Jacques to be pre~- 
sented Mar 22 at Royal Court by 
Oscar Lewinstein-English Stage Co 
with Valerie Hobson...J.B, with 
Paul Rogers and Constance Cum - 
mings to be presented in Mar ... 
Chita Rivera to star in June pro - 
duction of Bye, Bye Birdie,. Hab- 
imah Company of Tel Aviv to be 
presented in Jun,..Richard Bur - 
ton plans to star in Aldwych pro - 
duction of Sartre's God and the Dev- 
ilin Feb, directed by Peter Brooks, 


Paris 


Theatre National Populaire , 
Comedie Franciase and Theatre - 
Odean faced with possible strike 
action against national theatres in 
Mar with actors and staff demand- 
ing pay increases,,.Red Roses for 
Me translated by Michel Habart 
opened at Theatre National Pop - 
ulaire, 


Australia 

The World of Suzie Wong 
with Jacqui Chan to open in Mel- 
bourne in Mar with all English 


cast, 


Israel 


West Side Story production of 
Peter Kameron and Giora Godik op- 
ened 8 week European tour in Tel 
Aviv. 


Tryout Calendar 


Devil's Advocate~Forrest- 


Philadelphia 2/21, 


Happiest Girl in the World- 
Shubert-New Haven 2/18 


Mary, Mary- Wilbur , Bos- 
ton 2 


13 Daughters- Shubert-Phil- 


adelphia 2713. 


Information formerly on "CD" 
chart available by mail, phone or 
in person to CD subscribers, 


